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Summer Booker
Class of 2007

Xander Pascley
Kindergarten

C.A.T.C.H. Graduates

Hunter Newberry
Kindergarten

Kristi Rodgers
8th grade

CCHS graduates earn awards

By Dee Ann Campbell
The Choctaw Sun

Long is honor grad
at Red Springs

GILBERTOWN  --
Clarissa Elaine Long will
be the 2006 Honor Grad-
uate from Red Springs
Christian Academy.
Clarissa is the eighteen-
year- old daughter of Barry
and Shantay Long of
Gilbertown and the grand-
daughter of Clatis and
Vera Long of Gilbertown
and LaRue and Joyce Gar-
rison of Elmira, New York.
Clarissa has been an
actively involved member
of Red Springs Assembly
since childhood.

Clarissa was a student
of New Hope Christian
Academy during her 2nd
through 4thgrades. She
has been an active member
of CaTch, Choctaw Area
Christian Homeschoolers
for the past seven years.

In 2004 and 2005
Clarissa was awarded 2nd
and 1st Place in the Vet-
eran’s of Foreign Wars
Voice of Democracy Audio
Essay Contest for Post
3223. She won 1st Place
4-H County Speaking Con-
test and 2nd Place at Dis-
trict in 2004 and 2nd Place
County in 2005. In 2005
she was also awarded 3rd
Place Senior 4-Her of the
Year.

Since January of 2006

W

Clarissa Long

Clarissa has been a dual-
enrollment student at Free
Gospel Bible Institute in
Export, Pennsylvania.
After her graduation in
January of 2009 she plans
to further pursue her Soci-
ology degree.

Red Springs Christian
Academy Graduation will
be held at Gilbertown’s
Southern Charm, Sat-
urday, June 9th at 7:00
pm.

BUTLER — Members
of the Choctaw Co. High
School Class of 2007 were
awarded with numerous
scholarships and honors
during Senior Night last
Tuesday evening.

Valedictorian Daniel
Dykes received the Auburn
University  Spirit  of
Auburn Scholarship, Uni-
versity of Alabama Presi-
dential Scholarship, U of
A Engineering Leadership
Scholarship, U of A at
Birmingham Presidential
Scholarship, U of A at
Birmingham  Academic
Excellence Scholarship,
Robert C. Byrd Scholar-
ship, U of A Alumni Book
Scholarship, Regions Bank
Valedictorian Award, West
Alabama Bank & Trust
Valedictorian Award, U.S.
Marine Corps Scholastic
Excellence Award, First
United Security Bank
Award, and the Principal’s
Award.

Salutatorian Erin
Bryan received the
Georgia-Pacific Scholar-
ship, Bellhaven College

Academic Scholarship;
University of Alabama
Alumni Book Scholarship,
First United Security
Bank Salutatorian Award,
and West Alabama Bank
and Trust Salutatorian
Award.

Other scholarship and
award winners were:

Demetrius Brown -
Talladega Alumni scholar-
ship; Nikita Brown -
Alabama State University
Incentive  Scholarship;
Candace Bush — Miles Col-
lege Dean “A” Scholarship;
Laquita Bush — Alabama
A&M Agriculture Scholar-
ship; Christopher Carter —
Stillman College Athletic
Scholarship and Shelton
State Community College
Electrical Program Schol-
arship; Seairra Carter —
Talladega College Alumni
Scholarship, Alabama
A&M ROTC Scholarship,
Alabama A&M Agriculture
Scholarship.

Amanda Coleman -
Birmingham  Southern
College Foundation Award,
University of  West
Alabama Trustee Leader-
ship Award, Talladega Col-
lege Academic Dean’s

Scholarship, Alabama
Southern Community Col-
lege Leadership Scholar-
ship, Principal’s Leader-
ship Award, U.S. Marine
Corps Semper Fidelis
Award for Musical Excel-
lence, Principal’s Award,
and University of Alabama
at Huntsville Academic
Excellence Award.
Jahmad Harris — Uni-
versity of Southern Mis-
sissippi Leadership Schol-
arship, U.S. Army
Student-Athlete Award;
Alisha Johnson - Tal-
ladega College Alumni
Scholarship; Anthony
Johnson — Alabama A&M
Agriculture Scholarship,
Talladega College Alumni
Scholarship; Alisha Keeton
— Talladega College Schol-
arship, Alpha Kappa Alpha

Choctaw Co. Academic
Scholarship; Derrian
McGrew — Eric President
Art  Award; Jaleesa

McNeely — UWA Trustee
Leadership Scholarship,
Talladega College Alumni
Scholarship, Alabama
State University Incentive
Scholarship, and U.S.
Marine Corps Distin-
guished Athlete Award.
Arielle President -

Vinny T. Jackson Award;
Jessica Rodgers — Tal-
ladega College Alumni
Scholarship, University of
Mobile Dean’s Scholarship,
U.S. Army Student Athlete
Award; Jerell Sealey —
Vinny T. Jackson award;
Marlon Thomas — Stillman
College Athletic Scholar-
ship, Miles College Ath-
letic Scholarship, Jack-
sonville State University
Athletic Scholarship, and
Jackson State University
Athletic Scholarship.

Courtney Wallace —
Principal’s Award; Willie
Wise — University of West
Alabama Trustee Award,
U.S. Marine Corps Distin-
guished Athlete Award;
and Bryan Winston -
Arthur Vinson Scholar-
ship.

The following gradu-
ates are enlisting in the
Armed Forces: Brandon
Sharpe — U.S Navy; Kim-
berly Wilson — U.S. Navy;
Derrian McGrew — U.S.
Army; Alisha Johnson —
U.S. Air Force; Lakeisha
Holcombe — U.S. Navy;
and Sherita Johnson —
U.S. Navy; Brittney Harris
— Air National Guard.

Abston

TOXEY -- The Ruth
Evans Christian Character
Award was presented to
Laura Abston, a recent
graduate of South Choctaw
Academy. This prestigious
award was established to
honor Miss Ruth Evans, a
long-time educator. Since
1974, this award has been
given annually to a gradu-
ating Senior who exempli-
fies Christian character
and virtues in his or her
life.

Laura was chosen for
this honor by the Ruth
Evans Award Committee.
This committee is
appointed by the Adminis-
trative Council of the First
Methodist Church of
Butler where “Miss Ruth”
was a Sunday School

Laura Abston

teacher and church pianist
for many years. The com-
mittee is composed of per-

sons from different areas
of Choctaw County. At
South Choctaw Academy’s

graduation ceremony,
Suzan McKenzie, com-
mittee chairman, pre-

sented Laura with the
award and a $500 check.
Laura is the daughter
of Randy and Melanie
Abston. She is an member
of Womack Hill Baptist
Church and she is involved
in all of the church activi-
ties. At South Choctaw
Academy, she was presi-
dent of the Student Gov-
ernment Association, an
Executive Officer of the
Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, member of the
National Honor Society
and the Senior BETA Club.
She was a member of

earns Ruth Evans Award

“Teens Getting Involved In
The Future” where she
was a role model and team
leader for sixth graders.
She is also Choctaw
County’s Junior Miss and
was awarded an academic
award at the state Junior
Miss program. She has
been involved in service
projects such as Relay for

Life, Habitat for
Humanity, Can-a-thon for
the needy and blood
drives.

To quote one of her
teachers, “Laura has a
humble spirit, a big heart,
and a loving personality.
She exemplifies Christian
character in all aspects of
her life and she is
respected by her peers for
her values.”

Randolph gets Gwen Wray Catrett award

BUTLER -- Tony
Harper Randolph, Jr. is
the 2007 recipient of the
Gwen Wray Catrett Chris-
tian Character Award.
Each year this scholarship
is presented by Mr. Bobby
Catrett to a Choctaw
County graduating high
school senior that dis-
playes outstanding
achievements in aca-
demics, church and com-
munity services. This $750
scholarship is given in
memory of the late Mrs.
Gwen Wray Catrett, who
for many years, was a
teacher at Choctaw County
High School. Through the
years she helped guide stu-
dents in preparation for
life after graduation and
Mr. Catrett seeks to con-
tinue her desires by pro-
viding this scholarship.

Among his church and

Standard Products Company, LLC

Attn:

and relocation expenses.

Sewing Machine Mechanics

Duro Bag Mfg. Co. is seeking Sewing Machine
Mechanics with at least 10 years experience with
sewing machines (operations and maintenance) to

set and maintain bag machines.
experience is a plus.

Equal Opportunity Employer

M/FIHIV

Sewing Machine Mechanics
are responsible for performing all machine set-ups
and maintenance as well as supervising employees.
Duro offers competitive wages, excellent benefits,
Contact Jason Wiehe, HR
Manager, Florence Plant, at 1-800-879-3876, ext
708. Or send resume to: Duro Bag Mfg. Co., ATTN:
Human Resources, 7600 Empire Dr., Florence, KY
41042, fax to 859-371-5943 or email to
jwiehe@durobag.com.

Supervisory

Tony Randolph

community services Tony
has assisted with
Tuscaloosa Crush 12-year-
old and under baseball
team helper; church Vaca-
tion Bible School; Stuffed
with Love project for Hur-
ricane Victims; Cystic
Fibrosis Walk-a-thon (5
years); Patrician Academy
Summer Volunteer (4

years); Butler Volunteer
Fire Department’s Annual
Fireman’s Banquet (1
year); and was credited
with 185 hours of commu-
nity service.

As an athlete at Patri-
cian Academy, he played
Jr. Varsity Football; Jr.
and Sr. Varsity Baseball
and was Jr. Varsity Base-
ball Most Valuable Offen-
sive Player 1; was a
member of Fellowship of
Christian Athletes (Trea-
surer I); Junior National
BETA Club; Junior
National Honor Society;

Senior National BETA
Club; Senior National
Honor Society; Class

Favorite I; Member of the
Jr. High Scholars Bowl
team I; Elected Boys State;
Auburn Student Leader-
ship Conference; and
Grand Marshal of the

Junior class.

Among his honors and
achievements, Tony is
Salutatorian of the 2007
graduating class of Patri-
cian Academy. He received

the President’s Education
Awards Program for Out-
standing Academic Excel-
lence; Duke University
Talent Identification Pro-
gram; Junior National
BETA Club; Junior
National Honor Society;
Senior National BETA
Club; Senior National
Honor Society; Science
Fair Winner I; Mr. Sain-
trion 1st alternate I; Jr.
Mr. Saintrion King I;
Member of the Varsity
Baseball State Champi-
onship I; Member of the
Varsity Football State
Championship Runner-up

I; Highest Academic
Average in Biology I;
Advanced Integrated
Algebra 2/Geometry,

Research and Writing,
Advanced World History,
Science, Algebra 1, and
Computer 1. Tony plans to
attend Shelton State Com-
munity College and the
University of Alabama
with a career goal in engi-
neering. He is the son of
Tony and Sherri Randolph
of Butler.

Nineteen local students among
UWA Spring 2007 graduates

LIVINGSTON, Ala.—
Nineteen local residents
were among 300 graduates
to receive diplomas during
the University of West
Alabama’s spring com-
mencement exercises on
May 5, including those
earning undergraduate
and master’s degrees from
the Colleges of Business,
Education, Liberal Arts,
and Natural Sciences and
Mathematics, the Division
of Nursing and the School
of Graduate Studies.

Local graduates
include (by hometown):

BUTLER: Tiffany R.
Bledsoe, Associate of Sci-
ence in Nursing; Jessica L.
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Carney, Bachelor of Sci-
ence; Anna J. Eaves, Bach-
elor of Science; Jason S.
Etheridge, Bachelor of Sci-
ence; and Dixie G. Nor-
wood, Associate of Science
in Nursing

GILBERTOWN: John
R. Gibson, Bachelor of Sci-
ence; Robert dJ.
McWilliams, Master of Sci-
ence in Continuing Educa-
tion; and Kristin M.
Mosley, Bachelor of Sci-
ence

LISMAN: Shenella L.
Carlisle, Associate of Sci-
ence in Nursing; and
Lindsey S. Roberts, Asso-
ciate of Science in Nursing

MILLRY: Derrick T.
Hester, Bachelor of Sci-

ence; James R. McLain,
Associate of Science in
Nursing; and Ashley M.
Smith, Associate of Science
in Nursing

NEEDHAM: Robbie
M. Crook, Bachelor of Sci-
ence

PENNINGTON: Gina
M. Norton, Associate of
Science in Nursing; and
Amy D. Taylor, Bachelor of
Science

SILAS: Gaylena
Crager, Associate of Sci-
ence in Nursing; and Mar-
tina L. Pickens, Associate
of Science in Nursing

TOXEY: Lauren S.
Skinner, Associate of Sci-
ence in Nursing.



