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southern Choctaw
BASEBALL

Last Year
Did not make the playoffs

Graduated
Brad Terry, Cody Clarke, John Pascley, Dexter
Williamson, Eric Chapman, Corbett Hollister,
Brigham Young

Outlook
The Indians won their first game in over four years
last season, but with most of that bunch gone and a
young nucleus of seventh and eighth graders on the
roster, another win might take awhile.

PREVIEW

When coaches say
their team is young, they
usually mean that they
have a few ninth and
tenth graders scattered

among the upper-
classmen. But when
Southern Choctaw’s

Jeremy Noland says his
team is young, it could be
construed as the under-
statement of the year.

“I start all seventh
and eighth graders,”
Noland said candidly. “I've
got an eleventh grade
catcher, but the rest are
all junior high kids.”

The is basically a
junior varsity squad
playing a varsity
schedule. In fact, the

Colin’s
Three to Watch

Tori Adams
This seventh grader is one
of the best baseball players
in the county, despite his
minute 5°4”, 100-pound
frame. Adams is one of the
team’s best pitchers,
fielders, batters, you name
it, he can do it.

Patrick Chapman
The veteran of the group
and just a junior, Chapman
is the lone player with the
stature to make big a differ-
ence.

Seth Doggett, Tyler
Johnson, Crimson Lewis,
Andrew Philon, Justin
Allen, Shaq Pearson
Take your pick of any of
these junior high players to
blossom into stars. Actually
it will likely be all of them
shining.

Indians are so young that
more than half of the
starters are seventh
graders. The rest are
eighth graders, with lone
upperclassman, junior
Patrick Chapman behind
the plate.

The good news, how-
ever, is that these gree-
nies were all standouts in
youth league baseball,
which most of them were
still playing as recently as
last year. All-stars like
eighth  graders  Tori
Adams, Seth Doggett and
Andrew Philon, dot the
Indians’ starting line-up
with equally green sev-
enth graders Crimson
Lewis, Shaq Pearson,
Tyler Johnson and Justin
Allen. These guys are just
a year or two removed
from shining on summer
league diamonds with 12-
and 13-year-olds.

This is the varsity
Indians, mind you.

Although the youth
movement at Southern
Choctaw is sure to go
through some growing
pains this season, it cer-
tainly makes the future of
Indian baseball shine a bit
brighter in the eyes of
Coach Noland.

“Sure we are going to
take some lumps this
year,” Noland admitted,
acknowledging that his
squad has already taken
some beatings via the ten-
run rule. “But in two
years, if this group will
stay together, we WILL
win some games.”

Noland had determi-
nation and confidence in
his voice when he finished
that last sentence. He
even reiterated, “not

might, but WILL, win
some games.”

His confidence in
these mighty-mites is
based on the fact that,
despite their age and size,
these kids can really play.

Start with  Tori
Adams. He could play
anywhere, but right now
he is the team’s first
baseman and one of the
top starting pitchers. Tori,
who was listed on last
year’s football roster at
5’4” 100 pounds, has all
the makings of a great
baseball player, he just
needs the physique to
start dominating at the
high school level.

The same can be said
of second baseman
Crimson Lewis. Lewis,
who is the same size as
Adams, minus a pound or
two, is a hard-nosed
player that many think -
with a few more slices of
cornbread sticking to his
ribs - will be special. He
already bats in the top of
the line-up where he reg-
ularly puts the ball in
play. He is also becoming
automatic on routine
grounders at second base.

Another young one
destined for greatness is
Andrew Philon. At 5’67,
160 pounds, Philon actu-
ally has enough power at
the plate to do some
damage. He also possess
a strong enough arm to
get the ball from his short-
stop position to first base,

a throw that challenges
many  upperclassmen.
Philon’s another that can
and will play any position,
including pitcher.

Probably the team’s
top pitcher, however, and
most versatile player is
Tyler Johnson. When
not on the mound,
Johnson plays shortstop,
center field or catcher.
Johnson is just one more
reason things are looking
up at Southern Choctaw.

Rounding out these
wonder-kids is Seth
Doggett, Justin Allen and
Shaq Pearson.

Seth Doggett is
another player that has
the skills to play any posi-
tion. Right now, however,

outfield and as a starting
pitcher.

Justin Allen has
been getting the call in
the outfield, while Shaq
Pearson is manning third
base. All are future stars
just weighting for some
size and experience to
come their way.

The old man of the
bunch is junior Patrick
Chapman. The younger
brother of Eric Chapman,
who caught for last year’s
team that broke a four-
year losing streak with
two wins over Fruitdale,
Patrick possess the tough-
ness and know-how to
manage a game with this
young pitching staff. As
expected, he is also the

plished batter. He has a
good cut that produces
base hits and gappers.
Patrick might also see
playing time in the out-
field.

As with all of these
young players, no one is
really sure exactly where
they will end up playing.
Most of these guys have
five or six years in front of
them, so a position change
or two is almost
inevitable.

Sure, all these junior
high players starting on
the varsity doesn’t bode
well for the Indians’
chances of winning lots of
games this year, but in the
years to come, a much
needed renaissance now

he has been used at first,

Indians’ most accom-

seems certain.

Southern Choctaw Bas
2007 Schedule

Feb. 26 CCHS

Mar. 3 Millry (2)
Mar. 9 Bayside (2)*
Mar. 12 CCHS (JV)
Mar. 15 CCHS (JV)
Mar. 16 Leroy*

Mar. 17 Fruitdale Tournament
Mar. 20 Excel*

Mar. 22 Fruitdale
Mar. 23 Flomaton (2)*
Mar. 26 Millry

Mar. 27 Bayside*
Mar. 29 Sweetwater
Apr. 3 Leroy*

Apr. 5 Excel*

Apr. 7 CCHS

Apr. 12 Sweetwater

All home games will be played at Zack Rogers in Butler unless otherwise noted

* - area games
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SOFTBALL

Last Season
Did not make the playoffs

Graduated
Celeste Napier, Apryll Sims, Stephanie Turner,
°Lakendra Bonner

Outlook
A talent group of fresh new pitchers has these Indians
thinking turn-around

PREVIEW

When head coach
Charles Chaney showed
up for the first practice,
he was greeted with some
pleasant surprises.

First, he was blessed
with nearly thirty girls
trying out for a team that
lost the bulk of their
starters from last season.

That’s good news.

Next, he couldn’t
believe his eyes when he
saw some of the pitching
talent he had.

That’s even better.

“We actually have

Colin’s
Three to Watch

Taylor Phillips/Haley
Adams
This seventh grade
pitching duo has Indian
fans smiling. Either one
could carry a team to a
winning season, but
together they could take
you to the promised land.
Maybe not this year, but
soon these two will be
leading the Indians deep
into the playoffs.

Laneka Bonner
This junior newcomer has
been the surprise of spring
practice. Not only is she
the team’s best outfielder,
she is also a great pitcher
and one of the Indians’
tougher outs.

Jessica Giles
Areal-deal fast-pitch soft-
ball player, Giles can play
anywhere effectively. After

years of playing in the
Patrician Academy system
before transferring, Giles is
a very polished player that
could help the team
improve immensely just
from watching her play.

good pitching this year,
but they are just young,”
Chaney warned. “But if
we can get anything out
of our defense, we can be
competitive.”

The young pitchers
Chaney is referring to are
seventh graders Taylor
Phillips and Haley Adams,
sophomore Jessica Giles

and  junior Laneka
Bonner.

Although Bonner is an
upperclassman, she is

inexperienced at the var-
sity level with this being
her first year of softball.
Giles is another quality
pitcher that hasn’t logged
many innings on the
mound, while Phillips and
Adams enter the high
school ranks after years of

summer league domi-
nance.

All three are basic
fastball, curveball
pitchers.

Taylor Phillips is
probably the most pol-
ished starter thanks to
her ability to pinpoint her
pitches and limit walks.

Haley Adams throws
the hardest fastball of the
group, while Bonner and
Giles have the stuff to
either start or relieve.

The fact that the
Indians, a team that basi-
cally used one starter last
year, have four quality
pitchers, bodes well for a
team looking for some
much need wins.

At first base will be
eighth grader Jennifer
Carlisle, while second is
freshman Shaniece
Goings or maybe Bree
Bonner. Shortstop will be
Haley Adams and, when
Adams is pitching, look for
freshman Bionca Boone.
At third is eighth grader
Malia Sims.

So far this season

during the Indians 0-2
start, the infield has been
a major problem. In their

16-3 loss to Clarke
County, Indian infielders
made seven errors.

In the outfield will be
Laneka Bonner in
center with junior Torri
Bonner in right. Right
now, junior Samantha
Sims is the right fielder,
but coaches say that the
position, like many, is still
up for grabs.

Behind the plate will
be Patrician-transfer Jes-
sica Giles. Giles can and
will be used anywhere
before the season is over.
She is the team’s most
prepared all-around
player and should prove
to be a major asset this
season and in the years to
come.

With no seniors and a
bevy of junior high and
underclassmen on the
roster, this might be a
long season for the
Indians, but, according to
Chaney, “the pieces are
certainly here for the
future.”

(Ed. note: Due to lack of
space, the SCHS softball
schedule will appear in next
issue. -CM)

It's super fast.
It's affordable, and
It won't tie up your phone line.

High-Speed Internet

from Millry Communications

* Fast Downloads. Download pictures, music,
videos and large files in a fraction of the time.

s Always connected, Mo waiting to dial up and connect.
One diick and you're on!

b ial promation rale provides three months of service al
58,95 per month. After first three months, rate billed will be the
standard rate for package selected. Promaobional rate does nol
include DSL_mode
requires a 12-mon
areas. Please contact our business office for promotion details,
standard package rates, and DSL availability in your area.

Just $9.95 per month
for a limited time!*

Limited Time
Special Offer!

FREE Installation &
Just §9.95 per Month
(for first 3 months)!*

* One Phone Line is all you need. With Millry MNet DSL,
you can talk on the phone or send a fax and surf the
Intermet at the same time...no need for a second phone line.

m purchase or lease. Free instalabon
th commitment, DSL not available in all

Millry Communications
30433 Highway 17 - Millry, AL
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1-888-227-5710
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