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M Local
woman part
of large
number of
single
parents
struggling
to raise
kids alone

By Dee Ann Campbell
The Choctaw Sun

BUTLER - “We would
have been married 15
years in August,” says
Stephanie Bonner of
Butler.

In the summer of
1988, she was in her mid-
20’s, newly-married, and
looking forward to the
future.

And she was planning
to raise a family.

Just 4 years later, she
was raising that family,
including two young chil-
dren and another on the
way. But she was doing it
alone.

“We had just cele-
brated our 4th wedding
anniversary,” she remem-
bers. “Sara was 33 months
old, Robert was 10 months
old, and I was pregnant
with Jonathon.”

At only 28 years old,
Stephanie found herself
widowed by an accident
that took her husband
David’s life. The accident
would plunge her into the
ranks of single parenthood
— a segment of the popula-
tion that is growing faster
than any other.

According to Crown
Financial Ministries
(CFC), a Christian-based
financial and research
organization, in 1998, 26%
of all families with chil-
dren were headed by
single parents. But today,
that number has risen
dramatically.

There are about 11.6
million single mothers
raising children under the
age of 21 in the United
States today. An estimated
25 million children are
growing up without
fathers in the home. That

number totals about 45%
of today’s American kids.

A significant part of
those statistics are the
result of divorce. With the
national divorce rate
rising, about 38% of all
single parents are raising
their children alone
because of divorce.

But by far the most
alarming of the statistics
are the rapidly increasing
numbers of single parents
who have never been mar-
ried.

In 1970, 11.5% of
births in Alabama were to
unmarried women. By
2004, that number had
grown to 36.5% — or more
than one-third of all
births.

And for most of those
single parents, life is
hard.

While some are able
to manage with few finan-
cial problems, others like
Stephanie spend years
struggling to make ends
meet. When compared to
married couples with chil-
dren, female-headed
households are more than
four times as likely to live
in poverty. In fact,
according to the CFC,
nearly six out of 10 chil-

dren who were being
raised by their mothers
alone were living near or
below the poverty line.

“I’ve worked 60 to 80
hours a week,” Stephanie
says. “I've missed a lot of
time with them just trying
to pay the bills. But I've
tried to be with them as
much as I could. Some-
times I would leave work
to go somewhere with
them, then go back to
work more hours after-
ward.”

“It was hard,” she
adds. “When they were
little, after paying day-
care, I didn’t clear but
about $35 a week.”

Although their finan-
cial situation is somewhat
better today, Stephanie
and her family still
struggle.

“I really can’t save
any money because it
takes everything I make
to make ends meets,” she

explains.
Single parent fami-
lies, however, do not

always mean that the
mother is raising the chil-
dren. According to CFC,
about 3.1 million children
live with their fathers
only. And for those
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Yard of the Month for March

GILBERTOWN — Pictured are Mr. Fred Clark and Ruffles after their yard was chosen by
the Honeysuckle Garden Club as the “Yard of the Month” for the month of March. Mrs.
Clark said that Fred had been working in the yard that day cleaning up pinecones when
they were surprised to learn of the club’s decision. You never know when and where The
Honeysuckle Garden Club will show up and just what their mission is! The Honeysuckle
Garden Club if a member of The Garden Club of Alabma, Inc.

Anderson Brothers

Pre-owned Cars - Trucks -
Vans & Sport Utilities at affordable

payments!

Year / Make / Model Stock # [ Was Sale* Down R | Term | Payment
01 Jeep Gr Cherokee p0449a | $11,995|% 9,995 | $2,500 | 13.9 |60 |$ 185.01
03 Dodge Ram 1500 62053a | $17,995|$ 14,495 | $2,500 | 10.9 |72 |$238.88
01 Chrysler T&C 62120a |$12,995|$ 9,995 | $2,500 | 13.9 |60 |$ 185.01
06 Jeep Commander 720282 | $23,995($ 19,995 | $2,500 | 109 |72 |$345.98
05 Jeep Gr Cherokee Ltd 72036a  [$20,995|$ 18,995 [ $2,500 [ 109 [72 | §$ 326.51
05 Dodge 3500 4x4 Diesel 720292 1$34,9951$31,995 | $2,500 | 10.9 |84 [$521.26
05 Chrysler T&C Touring 72022b  [$19,995|$ 17,995 [ $2,500 | 10.9 |72 | $307.03
05 Jeep Gr Cherokee p0454 $20,995|$ 16,995 | $2,500 | 109 |72 |$ 287.56
05 Dodge Durango SLT p0456 $22,995|$ 17,495 | $2,500 [ 109 |72 [$297.30
05 Jeep Gr Cherokee p0457 $20,995|$ 16,995 | $2,500 [ 109 |72 |$287.56
04 Dodge 1500 SLT 4x4 72044a [$21,995|$ 19,995 | $2,500 | 10.9 [72 |$345.98
*All prices plus delv/doc, tax and title. All units subject to prior sale. All terms subject to credit approval. Prices good through 03/31/07.

Late arrivals — 2004 Jeep Liberty — 2005 Chrysler Town & Country —

2005 Dodge Neon - 2005 Pontiac Grand Prix GT
Anderson Brothers

6415 HI%h

Chrysler Dodge Jeep
way 43 North Jackson Alabama

246-6008 or

800-239-3672
www.andersonbroschrysler.com
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fathers, life is also diffi-
cult — but maybe not as
difficult financially.

Data from the U.S.
Census shows that in
2000, the average income
for single mother house-
holds was $18,000. For
single father households,
it was $30,000.

But single parents
like Stephanie have more
to worry about than
finances. Statistics show
that children are less
likely to get involved in
drugs, sexual activity, and
other risky behaviors if
they are part of an intact
two-parent family.

Studies show that
boys living in a fatherless
home are two to three
times more likely to be
involved in crime or drop
out of school. Almost 70%
of young men in America’s
prisons report growing up
without fathers in their
homes. Likewise, girls
living in homes without
fathers are two to three
times more likely to
become pregnant as
teenagers and have their
own marriages end in
divorce.

As with many single
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mothers, Stephanie says
that even when her chil-
dren were very small, she
was aware of their need
for male role models.
Thankfully, members of
her extended family
stepped in to fill that
need.

“They had two grand-
fathers and an uncle who
helped,” she explains.
“They’ve been there for
them.”

“When they were
little, I had a good back-up
with their grandparents,”
she adds. “I was blessed
with a good support
system. Not everyone has
that.”

Stephanie is right.
About 69% of single
mother households have
no other adult relative
living in their homes — or
even nearby — to help
them.

When it came to being
involved with her chil-
dren’s lives, Stephanie
says that, from the begin-
ning, she was determined
to fill the role of both
father and mother as
much as she could.

From serving on the
PTO for 8 years
—including 5 years as
president of the organiza-
tion — to spending much
time at school over the
years as a volunteer and
remaining in close contact
with  her children’s
teachers, Stephanie has
long been an active par-
ticipant in her children’s
education.

“I’'ve always thought
it was important to be
involved at school,” she
says. “That’s the only way
you’re going to know
what’s going on with your
kids.”

“I'm still going to do
that even through they
are all older now,” she
adds with a smile,
“whether they like it or
not.”

Although Sara, now a
junior, admits that it is
often uncomfortable to
have her mother so
involved in her life, she
says that, for the most
part, she’s glad.

“We know she’s in
charge,” says Sarah.
“She’s there if we need
anything. A lot of kids
can’t say that.”

Stephanie’s involve-
ment in her children’s
lives has not stopped at
school. She works with the
youth department at their

ABOUT YOU.

27 years in banking
22 years at First United Security Bank
75 pairs of shoes in her closet—that she admits
12 evenings each year at Town Council meetings
1 year cheerleading at South Choctaw Academy
2 wonderful grandchildren

2 great children

dozens of favorite customers she enjoys keeping up with

First United Security Bank

Brent * Bucksville * Butler » Calera # Centreville = Coffeeville ® Columbiana * Fulton * Gilbertown
Harpersville * Jackson * Thomasville * Tuscaloosa = Woodstock

firstushank.com

church, and is deeply
involved in the local Girl
Scouts with her daughter,
as well as the Boy Scouts
with her sons.

“I started doing Boy
Scouts because I wanted
my boys to have male
influence in their lives,”
she says. “I wanted them
to learn character that
way.”

Sara says that she has
come to understand that
her family’s circumstances
have not been ideal. But,
she says, some whose
fathers are still alive may
be living in situations far
worse.

“Everybody talks
about their dads being
gone,” she says, “and

about them not paying
child support, and all that.
And some of them talk
about their dads being in
jail. I don’t have all that to
deal with.”

With her high school
graduation on the horizon,
Sara is making plans to
attend college. She is
determined that her life
will be less financially dif-
ficult as her mother’s has
been.

“I plan to major in
obstetrics and gynecology,”
she says. “And I want to
minor in photography.”

Both Sara and her
mother add that they are
hoping that grants and
scholarships will help pay
her way through school.

With her children fast
approaching adulthood,
Stephanie’s days of
raising kids alone will
soon be over. Then, she
says, she will take time to
think about her own
future.

“People ask me why I
never got remarried,” she
says. “I just tell them that
I have only a short time to
raise my kids. I didn’t
want to get married just
to have a man in the
house, especially if he
wasn’t going to be good to
my children. So I decided
a long time ago just to
focus on raising them
first.”

“There are times
when I get lonely,” she
adds, with obvious emo-
tion. “Sometimes it would
be nice to have someone
to talk to at night. But in
four more years, I'll have
all my children raised,
then when I've done that,
'l think about
Stephanie.”




