
By Tommy Campbell
The Choctaw Sun

MONTGOMERY – Question: If you own
property in Alabama, would you rather that
property be reappraised once a year or once
every four years?

According to a recent survey conducted
by the Associated Press, it appears that a
majority of state legislators favor ending
annual property reappraisals and going back

to the old four-year schedule.
But that doesn’t necessarily mean that

such a flip-flop will happen when the Legis-
lature begins its 2007 regular session on
March 6th.

In Choctaw County, the move to annual
re-appraisals won’t even happen until next
year (2008) because of a phased-in schedule
of when the change takes effect in each of
the state’s 67 counties.

The controversial change, which was an
issue in last year’s governor’s race, began in
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TTUUEESSDDAAYY,, FFEEBB.. 2277
Sunny

Hi  73  •  Lo  41
Rain chance 10%
Sunrise: 6:23 a.m.
Sunset: 5:50 p.m.

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,, FFEEBB.. 2288
Mostly Cloudy

Hi  72  •  Lo  54
Rain chance 20%
Sunrise: 6:22 a.m.
Sunset: 5:51  p.m.

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,, MMAARRCCHH 11
Scattered thundershowers

Hi  74  •  Lo  47
Rain chance 70%
Sunrise: 6:21 a.m.
Sunset: 5:51 p.m.

FFRRIIDDAAYY,, MMAARRCCHH 22
Partly cloudy

Hi  65 •  Lo  45
Rain chance 10%
Sunrise: 6:19 a.m.
Sunset: 5:52 p.m.

Shining Brightly Over Southwest Alabama
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Phillips
Funeral
Home

Hwy. 17
Gilbertown

251-843-5290
Hwy. 17 - Millry

251-846-6200

Caring
Angels

Hospice
Caring for the
terminally ill

and their
families.

(251) 843-5355
Gilbertown

Choctaw
Therapy
Services
NEW ADDRESS!
1951 Riderwood

Drive, Butler

(205) 459-7655
Physical therapy

for all ages

FranklinPrimary
Health Center
Medical Care

8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Mon-Fri.
Dr. Julian Fields 

& Dr. Seba Mazumber
251-843-5537
Dental Care

7 a.m. - 6 p.m., Mon-Thur.
Dr. Andrea White & 

Dr. Alexander Coleman

Call about Sat. Dental Service.

251-843-2152

Monogrammable
Interchangable

SHOES!
Lexees are Here!
The Village
Shoppe

Gilbertown
(251) 843-2323

TumbleweedMOVINGSALE
(THROUGH
FEB. 28th!)Iron Pottery15% off!•  Bridal Registry •
843-2375

L&L
Tile and Floor

Coverings
Wide Selection

of Flooring
Available

FREE ESTIMATES
SALES & SERVICE

1734 US 43
Demopolis, AL

334-289-9627
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Schools
to share
$47,000

Black history
program at
CCHS

BUTLER -- A Black His-
tory Program will be held
Wednesday, Feb. 28th  at
Choctaw County High School,
beginning at 2 p.m.

Rev. O.L. Sealey, Presi-
dent of the Choctaw County
(Indian Springs) Chapter of
the NAACP and Pastor of
Morning Star Baptist Church
in Butler will be the guest
speaker.

n Choctaw among last counties
in Alabama to switch to annual
reappraisals of real property; now,
majority of Legislators want state to
return to four-year cycle

SEE FLIP-FLOP, PAGE 3A

By Dee Ann Campbell
The Choctaw Sun

BUTLER – Choctaw County public
schools will be receiving just over $47,000
through funds released by Governor Bob
Riley on Friday. According to the Gov-
ernor’s office, school systems across the
state will receive portions of some $17
million from the Education Trust Fund,
with each system gaining an amount
based on the number of state-funded
teacher units within the system.

Choctaw Sun photo by Dee Ann Campbell
BUTLER — Lt. Col. David Allen, Jr. (right) returned to Butler last Friday to share his retirement
from the U.S. Air Force with his family, in particular, his father David Allen, Sr. (seated, left). The
senior Allen is undergoing rehabilitation at Willow Trace Nursing Center following a car acci-
dent last year. The two family members shared an emotional moment when Lt. Col. Allen placed
the American flag he had been presented in his father’s lap, calling him, “my rock.” See page
8A for the full story.

Free food,
health care
services to
be offered

GILBERTOWN -- The
Spirit of Luke Foundation
will offer free medical screen-
ings, free food, free medicine,
and free clothes to anyone
needing these goods or serv-
ices on Saturday, March 3rd
at the Gilbertown Senior Cit-
izens Nutrition Center begin-
ning at 10 a.m.

BUTLER -- The Choctaw
Co. Saddle Club will sponsor
a horse show on Saturday,
March 3rd at the Arena
(three miles west of Butler
on Hwy. 10) Butler.

Timed events will start
immediately following gaited
and western classes. For
more information call Dale
Allen at 205-459-3245 or Pete
Gibson at 251-843-5262.

Club plans
horse show
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The Choctaw Sun ... 
giving you MORE news MORE often!
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Jury
rules in
favor of
former
janitor
By Tommy Campbell
The Choctaw Sun

BUTLER – On Monday, a local min-
ister got what he has waited on for more
than five years … his day in court. A jury
in Circuit Judge Stuart Dubose’s court-
room deliberated for about 45 minutes on
Feb. 27th before awarding Michael Angelo
Ruffin $30,000 in damages (plus the costs
of court) against William Weakley, a
former principal at Choctaw Co. High
School.

Afterward, Ruffin told the Sun that

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 3A

SEE JURY, PAGE 3A

  


