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Jesus offers the gift of eternal

life to all who believe

By Dan Nixon
Pastor, First United
Methodist Church of Butler

There is a group of New Testa-
ment words which have the idea of
ransom and redemption; of deliver-
ance purchased at a price. These
words are translated into the word
“redeem”. In Luke, the two on the
road to Emmaus spoke of Jesus as
the “one who was going to redeem
Israel.” This word, translated as
“redeem”, means “to be released
upon paying a ransom.” In this con-
text, the Jews thought the Messiah
would deliver Israel from the
Romans as a mighty conqueror.
However, in Classical Greek, this
word has the basic meaning of “the
price of release” as if buying a
person out of slavery. If an Israelite,
in his poverty, sold himself to a
wealthy sojourner, a wealthier rela-

ding his blood because “without the
shedding of blood there can be no
forgiveness.” (Hebrews 9:22) Truly
we are “redeemed by the blood of
the Lamb”.

In Galatians 3, Paul stated that
“Christ redeemed us from the curse
of the law.” Here, the Apostle pres-
ents the other side of redemption.
Not only has the price of the ransom
been paid, we have been set free
from its curse as well. When Christ
died he not only paid the penalty
for sin, he had us released from any
further obligations to the Law of
Moses. Christ set us free from the
curse of the law. The curse of the law
is sin and death. (Romans 6:1-23)
“Sin is transgression of the law.” (I
John 3:4) Jesus paid the penalty for
sin with his blood. Jesus set us free
from sin by his resurrection.

Ephesians 5:16 speaks of

tive could buy him out of that
slavery. That price was considered a
ransom. (Leviticus 25:51) Jesus
redeemed Israel, and the whole
world, out of sin. He did so by shed-

“redeeming the time.” in the Greek,
this word means to “buy up for one-
self” or “buy up for the opportunity.”
This word instructs us to make the

most of every opportunity for the
sake of Christ. Jesus made the most
of the opportunity of the cross. In
doing so, he made a bargain for him-
self. In this one accomplishment,
Jesus obtained the salvation of mil-
lions, was given all power and
authority in heaven and on earth,
and is seated at the right hand of
God in heaven. Jesus turned the
opportunity of the cross to its best
advantage and received the best
results. We are to do the same with
the time God has given us. We are to
use time to the advantage of God so
that He will receive the best results.

We have been set free from the
wages of sin and are now reaping
the benefits of God’s love and grace.
But always remember the price that
Christ paid was the cruelest death
ever devised; death on an old rugged
cross. Let us all keep this in mind in
this new year of fresh opportuni-
ties. Let us take advantage of the
freedom Christ provided by doing
his good and perfect will.
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» Full color photo coverage of the
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Championship
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* New director of Rural Alabama
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names honorary Lifetime Chief

* Much more!
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etux Mary Jo, $23.97. Turner America,
Future Owner Slay Versie Charlie Mae $70.96.
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