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WHEN YOU SUPPORT LOCAL SPORTS, DON'T FORGE

I THE GIRLS!

Wisdom in the heart of a Paw Paw

As I read his words, I
was awed by their
wisdom. For a 9-year-old
boy, Caleb Sturdivant has
an insight into the impor-
tant things in life that is
rare in someone so young.

But I don’t know why
I was surprised. After all,
that wisdom came from a
source that is quite pos-
sibly the most vital
source of wisdom avail-
able on this earth -
grandpas.

When Caleb penned
his book All About
PawPaw and Me, he did
it from his heart. He
wrote it from his emo-
tions about the grandfa-
ther whom he had loved
but lost.

But what he probably
doesn’t know is that his
book contains a wisdom
that few adults can grasp.
It holds a deep philosophy
of life that can be seen
through the eyes of every
child who’s ever spent
time with a PawPaw of
their own.

There are more of
them out there — the
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Up

By Dee Ann Campbell

Editor

PawPaws of this world,
the grandparents who
give of their time, atten-
tion, and their wisdom to
impart a little of them-
selves into their grand-
children.

And their impact in
those lives is so vital, so
needed, so undeniable
and irreplaceable.

Listening to Caleb
talk about his grandpa,
and reading the child-like
memories of their days
spent together, made me
realize how vital the roles
of grandparents are in
the lives of children, and
how much-needed their
influence is in today’s
world.

There are few good
role models for our chil-
dren today, few people
who help to impart good
character into the minds
and hearts of young
people. Parents are
busier than ever in this
2007 world, with agendas
that often leave little
time for doing ‘unimpor-
tant’ things like catching
fish or hanging out in the
barn. They often have
little time to simply read
a book or take a walk in
the pasture, or even to go
to a Little League game
and cheer on their little
player even when he sits
on the bench.

But grandparents

somehow find the time.
They find the time to fish,
even when nothing is
biting, to sit in a shooting
house all day long with
little mouths that can’t be
quiet for more than a few
minutes. They find time
and patience to teach a
little boy to care for ani-
mals or teach a little girl
to catch a ball — with a
tenderness that is taught
more by actions than by
words.

And they have time
to listen to all the
‘insignificant’ chatter that
comes from little mouths
who long only for
someone to pay attention.

When it comes down
to it, those who have less
time left on this earth
seem to realize that it is
the little things in life
that should garner most
of what time remains.
They seem to know that
saying “I love you” with
their time is more impor-
tant than saying it with
words.

See DEE ANN, page 6A

Reasons why we don’t leave out names

Sometimes the news-
paper business can put
you between the prover-
bial rock and a hard
place.

A few weeks ago, a
friend got really upset
because his name
appeared in a list of
public records.

I am truly sorry that
his feelings were hurt,
because I am an only
child and this man is the
closest thing that I have
ever had to a brother, but
public records are public
records and if we started
leaving out names
because certain people
were our friends or rela-
tives, then the Sun
wouldn’t be very much of
a newspaper and our
credibility as journalists
would be next to nothing.

Just so that you
know, over the years we
have printed jail logs and
court dockets that con-
tained the names of per-
sonal friends — people
that we have worked with
in the past, people that
we have gone to church

The way
Iseeit...

By Tommy Campbell

Publisher

with, and people who
were blood-relatives of
yours truly. Not too many
moons ago, 1 toted a
“cussing out” from a dis-
tant cousin who was
picked up for DUI. He
was mad as a hornet
because his name was
printed in the jail log. He
felt like that since we
were “kinfolks” that I
should have left his name
off the list.

I do not leave names
out because of social
status, friendship, or the
fact that any of our staff
is related to a particular
person.

At one point in my
career, | was in a position

where I was pretty much
told by those above me
whose names I could and
could not print. It wasn’t
right, and I told them so.
As a result, I almost lost
my job, and later I did
move on as a direct result
of a that and other things
that were happening that
I did not agree with. I
promised myself that if I
was ever in a position to
operate my own paper
that such unfair practices
would not happen.

For the record and
just so that there’s no
doubt where we stand —
The Choctaw Sun does
not sit in judgment of any
person, but neither do we

“pick and choose” whose
names are printed.

We do not print
names to embarrass,
hurt, offend or defame
anyone. In America, a
person is presumed inno-
cent until one of two
things happens: 1) he/she
confesses to an offense,
or, 2) he/she is found
guilty in a court of law.

Arrest records and
court dockets are not big
secrets, they are public
documents, and any cit-
izen or member of the
news media is empowered
by state law to walk into
the jail or Circuit Clerk’s
office and ask to see it.

We try to be fair to
everyone, and if we
started arbitrarily
leaving names out, what
kind of a mnewspaper
would we be? Not much
of one, in my opinion.

So please don’t take
it personally if your
name, or that of a family
member, shows up in the
public records. We are
just doing our jobs the
best way we know how.

Letters (1)

Hi Tommy,

My husband (Glenn Lucus) is from Gilber-
town and his brother, Paul, sent us a subscription
to The Choctaw SUN as a gift last year.

As soon as the SUN gets here I drop what I'm
doing then read it from cover to cover! Then
when Glenn gets home for lunch ... he reads it!
We do enjoy all the news from his hometown
and surrounding areas. You all do a wonderful job
and I don’t know what is better than that ...
except of course ... getting it twice a week now!!

I love the SoundOff section and get such a
kick out of what people actually write in griping
about! Ha, ha! Oh well, keeps us readers
amused!

Again, thanks for such an awesome paper
and one with heart!!

Glenn and Jeni Lucus
Transplants to Fort Wayne, IN

I appreciate Editor Dee Ann Campbell’s com-
ments about the Bible, legislation and the Iraq
war. I'm not as learned in the Bible as she is but
I'm in full accord that we can not bring about
peace in a different culture than ours.

I'm in Butler frequently and usually get a
paper. I plan to share the article with my Sunday
School class.

John Moore
Wetumpka, AL

We would like to thank everyone for their
prayers, phone calls, food, and the money given to
us during Jeremy’s accident.

We would like to thank Bro. Nate and our

See LETTERS, page 6A
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Can I use SoundOff to say thank you to Eddie
and Bea Giles and the staff at Piggly Wiggly in
Gilbertown? They are such a blessing to me. It’s
so nice to shop for groceries at a store where they
go out of their way to help people and to just be
nice. Thank you, Eddie, Bea, Clay, and all of your
staff. I am 77 years old and I love you all and
wouldn’t shop for groceries anywhere else. By
the way, I love the Sun, too, and I buy my paper
every Tuesday and Friday now at the Piggly
Wiggly. I don’t subscribe because I can’t wait that
long. At my age, I can’t take a chance on
“tomorrow”, ha ha ha!

That was a real eye-opening story on IEP’s,
Dee Ann. Thank you for informing us of our
rights. I am fighting pretty much the same battle
the Sikes’ are fighting. Your article has given me
the tools that I have needed for a long time. My
special-needs son is my heart and joy and it tears
me to pieces sometimes because I think nobody
cares about anything but keeping their high-paid
jobs. We are also looking into getting a lawyer to
help us get the help that he is entitled to.

Hillary and Barrack. What a pair of non-
choices for the Democrats. God help us if either
one of those clowns gets elected president. I don’t
like any of the Republicans either. I'm going to
write in Donald Trump’s name.

Amen to the woman who was upset about
the child support. My kids “wanna be”, sorry, no
good dad is over THREE THOUSAND dollars
behind. I went through DHR and the state of
Alabama but all he got was a pat on the back. He
is in contempt of court right now, but do you
think he’s been in jail? Heck naw! But you know,
he’s missing out on a whole lot and he’s gonna
need my kids before they need him. My parents
are helping me. I have to call on my mom because
I work everyday trying to make ends meet. So to
all you sorry, wanna-be dads who think you are

See SOUNDOFF, page 6A

Opinions expressed here are those of our readers and do
not necessarily represent those of the owners or staff of
The Choctaw Sun. Because of the enormous volume
received each week, we are unable to publish every com-
ment in the “print” version. Go to our website at
www.choctawsun.com to read more of today’s Sound-
Offs. Comments that contain vulgarity, obscenities, or
personal attacks on the character of any individual will
not be published. SoundOff can be found in both the
Tuesday and Friday print editions of The Sun.
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